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From Wandap Fuly 20, to Friap July 24, 1713. 








Fama, malunr quo non alind velocius ullum, 
eMobilitate wviget, virefq, acquirit eundo : 
Parva matu primo, mox fefe attollit in auras, 
Ingrediturq; folo, G» caput inter nubila condit, 


Monftrum horrendum, ingens. ——— 


Virgil. 
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HE Time’between the Breaking up of an 
Old Parliament and the Chafing of a’ New is 
very unacequhitably empldy d iteContrivin 
. “and Spreadit 

_ Scraps. of Secret Hiftory, tothe Difidvanrage 






agin 


of thofé Pérfons, ‘whb ‘are then to ‘be Recommended to: 
the Favour of their Countrymen, in’ order to their’ Re-: 


prefenting them for another Three Years.| ‘The Eleftors, 
with very good Reafén, are at this tine particularly In¢ 
ret ter the Charatters, Condu& ‘agd Behavioitr 
of fach-Gentlemen “ae ar Candidates‘in their Coun- 
y, wid follicit their Votes and Jntereft. This ae the 
emy an Opportunity 6F exerting thenifelves with 
their afal Talents ; ‘and they never fail to‘blaft the Re- 
pO ry who are too sas to be of a 
arty, to infinuate fome well-c contrived Lye to their Pre- 
ee arid Difhononr, ‘to give a malicious Turn to fonte 
art of their Condu& yh Laft Seffion, and to_make 
a Run ‘of every Idle Reéport, which'their own Fattion 
Have beet the Authors of * that they thay thereby weigh 





down, thefe Men by a Load of Scandal in the feveral 


yunties or Corporations whet they nd, ‘and make their 
Private Charaéter pg Oneeaen to ‘their Publick’; by 
which their dwn Creatures“ and Impleients'find their 
Account, and by’'a very ftrange ‘way ‘of Proceeding, 
wher they dare not, dp ar in the ‘Co as Whig:, 
they have the Affurance ‘to’ fet themfelves*tip only ag 
hone’ Gentlemen. ae Sone & ? 
‘The’ Misfortune is, that thofe Gentlemen, who are 
truly Hone/t, feel this Hardfhip in 'the ‘moft fenfible 
nanher, “They are on'this account mo more a Match 
for the exploded Followers of the Ruin'd Party, than‘a 
goung Heir of'a vait Fortune is a Match at Play for a 
rper, who may. Win, but has nothing to Lofe. 
Hete the Whigs are ort'the fureft Side: If they can but 
level the Reputation of ‘others, they have their Aim ; 
and whilft they are upon a Par, have at leaft an even 
Chance of feeding and hence it ‘is that they are fo 
Bufie in. promotifig Reports of this Nature, and may be 
filed the Original Authors of moft of the private Scan- 
dal that is now going.” It is their Market, their Intereft: 
The Gentlemen of the other Side defire only to be Re+ 
prefenta, as they, haye Reprefented others, that is, 
ruly and Fairly. * Let Things ‘be fet! ina clear Light, 
and every Man’s Character jufily meafured by his 
A&ions }‘nothing more is wanting to plead their Caufe, 
or Befpeak the Favour of their Fellow-Subje@s. Bur 
the’ Whigs mmaft’ Blacken and Afperfe.. They have no 
Other Game for ir?‘ They muft make all Colours alike, 
that their own Deformities may not be diftinguith’d. 
For thefe Reafons theretore 1 fhall enter a little further 
iitS-this” hareful- Subject; and endeavour -to fet my 
Countrymen right in their Sentiments and Behaviour, 
with refpeét tothe Authors and Promoters of Privave 
‘candal and Secret Hiffory. 


abroad ‘‘fittle Stores and 


One might be apt to believe, that Mankind fhould, 
in their owi' Defence, think themfelves oblig’d to op- 
pofe with as much Vigour the firft Overtures of Scajjdul, 
afd difcountendfce the Forging and Propagatiue of 
Private Lyes and Stories, as to. Malter and Extingoith a 
fudden Fire, or put a timely ftopto the Plague, or any 
other Contagious Diftem TL could with, that as the 
Churches in London are furnifhed with Engines for the 
Secuting our ‘Houfes and Goods from being burnt, fo 
the Primitive: Ecclefiaftical Difcipline were revived, for 
guarding, more-effectually, every good Name from Ca- 
lumny and Malice, and prevent the Damage commonly 
faftain'd by “thofe, who lic expofed'to: the Rage. aid 
Violence of a Tongue fet on Fire of Hell. The erestiny) 
of Jnfurance. Offices, againft falfe Accufation and Re- 
proach, would: be a noble Invention, and, without 
doubt, meet with Encouragement ; but as this feems to 
be a very reafonable Demand upon thofe who handle 
the Pen, lmay perhaps in due time publifh fome Pro- 

fal¥of thisNature. Reputation is a moft ineftimable 
Jewel and yet liable to be Sulhed by every Blaft of com» 
rion Breath that pafles over it: Why this Chase! dhould 
riot be efteen’d as Sacred at the other End of the Town, 
as upon the Turly or Eajt India Wilk in the Bxchariges 
is Very unaccountable ; if we'reflect, that the Publick 
Good and Affairs of State are of as high a Value, as'the 
Welfare of a fingle Family, the filling up of a Plumb; 
or the Ruin of any one Manufacture and Fa@ory. . Our 
Laws, with ‘great Juftice, puapesthe the Damages ‘in 
an Aftion of Scanda/ to the Ghasattet and)Station of the 
Plaintiff ; and no doubt they, who ita War of,Parties, 
éxpofe all their Credit and Eftcem in the World] which 
perhaps they have been many Years in Eftablithiing, by 
a continued Courfe of Vertue, and an unblameable 
Converfation, to the great and fmail Shot of foll-ehatg'd 
Malice and Envy ; and are obliged, every Day., of: their 
Lives, ‘to tun the Hazard of’ a Sap, or ftand theFury.of 
a Cannonading' or Bombardment, deterve as mitch ta be 
pitied, and are‘in danger of es than they, who 
only run the Venture of a fingle Lite, at a Si¢ve or ina 
Battle + For thefe fall with Honour ; but if the other 
are flain in never fo Treacherous a manner; ‘they periih 
with Infamy'and Difgrace. There can be no greater 
Sign of a degerierate Age, than.a perfect Neglett and 
Difreeard for Reputation; and yet Scandal and Sufpicion 
are become fo expert and irrefiftable in their Attempts, 
that the mioft confirm’d Vettue is» obliged, in point of 
Selt-prefervation, to be Eafie at leaft and Refigned, if 
not wholly Paffive and Carelefs in Affairs ot! this Na- 
ture. Modern Renown feems to be under a Neceflisy of 
taking no more care of it felf, than Modern Beauty ; and 
it is thought neither Impolitick nor Unfafhionable, for 
the greareft Prudes of both Sorts, to be very much ex- 
pofed, and go half-naked. Defamation is certainly the 
fureft, af not the moft fubtle Artifice of wicked Men, 
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whe tara Levellers in Reputation, and make al! Fume 
truly Common, becaufe they defpair of Retrieving and 
Patching up a of that kind: They fwear off 
moft of theit own Debts, by Drawbacks upon their 
Creditors; and would reprefent the reft of Mankind co 
be as bad as themfelves, becaufe they cannot make 
themfelves whole again, in that tair Character which 
they have juftly torfeired: And this fingle Confidera- 
tion ought to Arm all Honeft Men againft rhem, and 
render them Obnoxious as acommodn Enemy. A deli- 
berate Lye, when once Detected, ought, by the Laws 
of Humanity, to be adjudged an Equivalent to down- 
right Forgery, and Bar the Guilty Perfon from bemg an 

vidence in any Caufe for the future. Honour is more 
waluable-than either one or both Ears; and why the 
Lofs of that mioft valuable Part, fhould. not be as bad 
as a Forfeiture of the other Two, it will not be very 
difficulr to decide. 
Dpeiey obferve, concerning the Rife of an Heroick 
Charatler, may be as juftly applied to the any Cafe, 
where a good Charatter happens to be Cry’d down, 
and Deprefs'd with a Load of Calumny: It is ftrange 
to imagine, To bow minute an Origin and Speck of Entity, 
the moft bulky and formidablé»£candal may owe its 


Being: Here the Operator’ takes upon him, a fort of, 


creating Faculty, to\smake Something 2ont of Nothing 
The Formation of thesFetus in the7Womb is hardly 
more Intricate and Wonderful : When the Produ fees 
the Light, it often o¢cafions no fimall Aftonifhment, 
cven in the Parents who were the Inftruments of its 
Generation, to fee how mightily it Thrives, and is 
Foftered and Dandled by every One that comes neag.it. 
Some Men who are Mafters of a ftfong Fancy, ha a 
quick Invention, or have a good Gemiss for Mifchi 


‘ breed ‘much fafter than others, and:are fooner Deliger 


of their Burden: There is rot a ore and 
Unpalatable, which they. cannot di greedily. 
{natch at, when the Longing Fit is on them. 4 

Daily Experience convmees us, That Fortune, a moft 
accomplith’d Engineer im Evil, often Co-operates with 
the Malice of the World, and 51 pte the moft trivial 
Incidents to the Difadvantage of Vertue and real Worth, 
with as much Induftry and ftudied Artifice, as a Ma/fer 
of the Drama, who would fucceed on the Stage, is ob- 
liged to exert in the working up of his Scenes, and the 

nravelling of a well-laid Plot, for the Entertainment 
and Surprize of his Audience. The Miftake of a Ser- 
vant, the dropping of a Handkerchief, the exchanging of. 
a Hat or Sxord ; a Glove, a Ribband, or a Bodkin, have 
fometimes occafioned the moft Bloody Cata/fropbes, and 
fix'd an indeliable Stain of Infamy on the brighteft Cha- 
raters : Such is the Dominion of Chance over Vertue ; 
and by fo flender a Tenure we hold our good Names, the. 
moft invaluable Poffeffions upon Earth ! 

My Defign, in thefe Remarks, is not to take off the 
Mind from the Careof Reputation, and that Tender- 
nefs and quick Senfe of Honour, which is a Perfection 
iw the Soul; but to engage Others, by a Principle of 
Self-Intereft, to be as Watchful over rhe Credit of their 
et , in order to fhelrer it from Violence, as 
they are Diligent to preferve their own; not to Murder 
a Man in the better Halfof him byaMifiake, or Wound 
him in a Whifper ; not to accept a Report upon firft 
Sight, nor admit Hear-fay to be good Evidence, or quote 
Scraps and Fragments for Genuine and Compleat Hijfory. 
They who can argue fo well againft Amplicit Faith, on 
other Occafions, would do better to warm us from pay- 
ing this Compliment to common Story-tellers, and Pro- 
pagators of falfe Reports. An Aptitude to believe every 
thing we hear, may endanger our own Credit, as well 
as Another’s, by making us Confederates in Untruth; 
and may be juftly charged Bpon us, as proceeding fiom 
a Conftioufnefs of the fame evil Difpofitions in our 


What the Author, or Authors of the ’ 


felves: For Com-ang is acceptable In Sinniag ayy 
as Suffering. Bur we cannot be Unbelievers on a tx. 
ter Occafiou: Infidelity, in this Senfe, however Co... 
mendable, is, I chink, the only One of the Kind thy. 
out of Fafhion. 5 
When any rhing, refleting upon another’s Repy, 
tion, or which concerns any Part of his Condué an 
Behaviour, is. bandied about, we ought to examine ; 
throughly, before we give entire Credit to it ; and } 
we find it Falfe to diftountenance jit all we can, and: 
fet a Mark of Infamy on the Authors and Publithers .: 
fuch a Report ; who by offering to impofe on us, in; 
Goncern of fo high a Nature, as iis the Knowledge o: 
other Men, do us the moft fenfible Affront and Indiv. 
nity imaginable: Jf ic be a“RefleGion upon Men >: 
Figure and Station, a little Enguiry;will ferve to Dete:: 
it: for their Conduét is confpicdous, and fo liable t) 
the firicteft View, that we cannot fail of being fet rivly 
it: our Opinion of them. We ought to examine wi,. 
ther thie Reports fits them ; whether it agrees with tiy 
Courfe of their ufual Behaviour and way of Adin. 
and that eftablifh’d Account’ the World entertaizs ; 
toe We may ask thofe who know them better thy, 
: do; and-may fift che Cenfure or Story throughly, :, 
;. try-whether’ it be not Ill-contriy’d, and full of ‘Ai. 
furdities, Tring or lnconfiftent, fo as to carry alone 
with it its own Confutation, aa the notorious Branj 
of Private Pique or Party Malice. We may alfo 4 
well to confider, from what Quarter the Novelty come, 
and what Aim or View the Party may have, who puy 
it about. Itis proper to note the Janéture when this 
is done, and. in what manner, whether coolly or. with 
heat, which we may artfully blow up and éaco 
and thereby be. let into the whole Secret of the Cop. 
trivance. , There are many Artifices and Stratagem 
vgecellary to the Deteéting of a Falfhood, and mote, i 
fil, than are ufed in the well Contriving of it; 


«+ “Buatin general, we muft be Sufpicious and Diftrufifil: 


not take in every Thing at a Venture, when vw: 

do not know but we may fwallow Poifon, We muj 

not admit. any. hafty Impreflions, nor be too fu. 

ward in Believing, which will eafe us of a grex 

oe of Trouble, and keep us out of many dangers 
rors. 

1 am not perfuading People to be Deaf or Blind 
Their Sent maul direct 125M in the Knowledge of 
Men ; and it is neceffary they fhould know Men, efpe 
cially if they are to. repofeany Truftinthem, or to confer 
any publick Favour on them. For Inflance theretor, 
I would have the Gentlemen of the County of Buck——n 
enquire, whether they may not paaeiy have a Cand: 
date propofed to them, who lately went to Court under 
pretence of Vifiting the Sick, and. yet upon findixy 
the Perfon he wens to in perfect Health, difcover’d fu: 
Marks of Regret .and Di PpoinieR as entirely {c 
afide the whole Merit of a charitable Difpofition ? 4 
the fame time;the Gentlemen of K——t may civilly 
one of their New Petitionpeédwhetlier, upon a Laie S\ 
lemn Occafion,.he did n@rfrefufe to, attend Her My: 
in fuch a manner, as at yee Subjeé, buc one of rit 
Party, would haye takég forta very great Honour, av! 
not altogether fo fir tobe: flightedt, as a Place of Profi’ 
For the Fadtion may, whenever they pleafe, refute 2 
thing of that, Kind, and-Weleome,,” 7 

Pee. " 


a _— 








ey 


ADV.ERTISEMENT. 
Ju Publifhed, 


*,* TheSecond Part of FACT againt SCAND Al: 
In Anfwer to a Pamphlet, Intitled, A Continuation ¢ 
Frauds and Abufes at St. Paul’s.. Printed for John Mor 
phew, near Stationer’s Hall. Where may be had iif 
two former Kooks, 
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LONDON: Printed tor John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall, 1713. 





